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More Bridgepoint patients
are able to stay connected
with family, friends and the
outside world, thanks to a
new program supported by
CHIP Charitable Services.
CHIP covers the cost of
telephone service, long-
distance calling cards and
TV service for patients who
can’t afford them.

CHIP – which stands for
Communities Helping
Individual Patients – is
active at half a dozen
health-care centres in
southern Ontario.
Bridgepoint is the first
complex care hospital that
CHIP supports.

“Staying connected with the
outside world is very beneficial to
patients’ quality of life,” said Wendy
Cameron, Professional Practice Leader
in Social Work & Discharge Planning.
“There’s not this sense of isolation and
being trapped in a hospital. Having
the ability to keep in touch with family
has a huge impact for the patients,
especially for patients whose families

don’t live nearby and can’t visit as
often as they’d like.”

For patients who are highly isolated
and not very mobile, TV access gives
them a window into the world beyond
their beds. This may prevent these
patients from becoming depressed,
and motivate them to continue their
rehabilitation activities.

If you know of a patient who would
benefit from the CHIP program,
please contact the social worker on
the patient’s unit. The social worker
will work with you to complete an
application form, which is based
on criteria developed by Bridgepoint
and CHIP. For more information,
contact Wendy Cameron at
wcameron@bridgepointhealth.ca
or x2213.

The Point is a newsletter produced
every two weeks by the Corporate
Communications and Community
Relations Department. Have a story
idea or feedback? Please contact us
at info@bridgepointhealth.ca or at
extension 2818.
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New CHIP Program helps Bridgepoint Patients Stay Connected

Bridgepoint Health offers many benefits to its employees,
including a corporate rate at CAA. With CAA, members
receive: discounts on auto and property insurance; no
charge automotive and technical advice; special rates for
traffic law defence; no fee traveller’s cheques; member
exclusive pricing on travel accessories; discounted
attraction tickets; and much more.

The corporate rate applies to new CAA memberships.
More details are available on the Bridgepoint Portal or
outside of the Human Resources Department. Please
contact the CAA representative, Judy Heffernan, to apply.

Judy Heffernan, Corporate Sales Representative, CAA South Central Ontario

60 Commerce Valley Drive East
Thornhill, ON L3T 7P9
Cell: (416) 526-2557 Toll-free: (800) 341-2226
Fax: (905) 771-3302 Toll-free: (866) 458-6626
jhef@caasco.ca
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CHIP President Jim Dinneen (third from left) presents a donation to Bridgepoint staff.


